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CATALOGUE

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP IN THE MUNICIPALITIES MEMBERS OF REGIONAL MUNICIPALITIES ASSOCIATION “MARITZA”

PROJECT “ONE STOP INVESTMENT CENTRE “MARITZA” – OPPORTUNITIES AND PERSPECTIVES”

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITIES ASSOCIATION “MARITZA”

Regional Municipalities Association “Maritza” is a non-profit making legal organization, registered in public benefit under the Non-Profit Making Legal Bodies Act. 

The association is established in 1997 in Haskovo. There are 10 municipalities members in the organization from Haskovo and Kardzhali regions, which are situated along Maritza and Arda rivers. The municipalities are: Dimitrovgrad, Ivaylovgrad, Kardzhali, Lyubimetz, Madzharovo, Mineralni bani, Simeonovgrad, Stambolovo, Harmanli and Haskovo.

The vision of the Association for the period of 2007-2013 is:

RMA “Maritza” to become an innovation and development centre in the region with:

· a leader position in local democracy development at regional level and in municipal capacity strengthening;

· a leader position in raising social and economic and civil society development at local level;

· a leader position in integrating key institutions, organizations and persons in support of local government development;

· competent representation of the local authorities in the country and abroad. 
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This catalogue is issued under the project “One Stop Investment Centre “Maritza” – opportunities and perspectives” with the financial support of the Ministry of economy and energy in its capacity of PHARE Implementing Agency of the European Community, Public-private partnership Grant Scheme.
The idea of the current catalogue is to provide information about the investment potential and opportunities for public-private partnership in the municipalities members of the Association. There is also general information for the municipalities presented and concrete projects for successful investments. 

USEFUL INFORMATION
Public-private partnership (PPP) is cooperate activity between the public sector and the private sector, based on mutual interest and experts skills of the partners for achievement of definite public needs in the circumstances of suitable distribution of means, risks and benefits.
WHY PPP?

· raising the opportunities for successful implementation of projects and programmes

· support the drawing and effective use of means from national and international resources

· raising the administrative and management capacity of the regional development

· raising the opportunities for generating resources and managing own resources by the authorities

PPP AIMS AT:
· mobilizing the local community for development planning

· harmonizing the plans for development of companies, NGOs and state administration

· building capacity for receiving and adopting EU instruments

SPHERES OF PPP APPLICATION
· structural planning and use of land

· transport and roads

· waste management

· management of water resources

· tourism

· industry

· energetic

· planting 
FORMS OF PPP

· service contracts

· management contracts

· concession contracts

· joint ventures
SUPPORT FOR THE INVESTORS

· National:

Law for investment promotion 

Strategy for investment promotion in Republic of Bulgaria 2005-2010

National employment and vocational training programme 

· Local:

Accelerating the process for issuing licenses, permits and registration

Individual administrative service

Cooperation for selection of employees and training

Support for selection of construction company for manufacturing building

Support by the municipal authorities before the different institutions concerning the difficulties for establishment of new investor in the town.
DIMITROVGRAD MUNICIPALITY

VISION (2007-2013)

Dimitrovgrad – it is developed industrial and agricultural center, it is crossroad of European infrastructure corridors, it is urban knot in South Central Region.

REVIEW

Location:

Dimitrovgrad municipality is situated in the Upper Thracian lowland, along Maritza river.

Territory: 567.6sq.km

Inhabited places: 27, 2 towns and 25 villages

Population: 60178 people

· in towns: 73,5% of the population

· in villages: 26,5% of the population

Population density: 106,02 people per sq.m

Economic active population: 29154 people

Employed people: 13 494

Employment in the sectors:

· manufacturing industry: 44,67%

· trade, repair and technical service for cars and engines: 23,24%

· construction: 8,22%

· transport, storing and communications: 3,55%

· health care and social works: 4,1%

· others: 16,22%

Unemployment level: 8,42%

Registered unemployed people: 2455 people 

ADVANTAGES OF DIMITROVGRAD MUNICIPALITY

· local authority in support of the business

· center of European corridors; crossing of longitudinal and transverse links

· suitable transport connections to the southern borders and the capital

· row materials for the manufacturing industry

· innovative, creative and successful industrial sectors

· workforce with skills, adaptability and will to develop

· well-developed network of cultural institutions

· availability of territorial opportunities, areas and free construction fund suitable for other needs

PRIORITIES FOR MUNICIPALITY DEVELOPMENT 

· initiating conditions and premises for balanced and stable municipality development

· improving the infrastructure

· local agricultural development

· improving the quality of the environment

· structure of the territory

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Parks suitable for building places of entertainment for children and adults

“Penyo Penev” Park – there are lakes on the area of 365 decare which are connected to streams, overflow drains and waterfalls, picturesque paths formed by concrete covering and stones, surrounded by ivy and verdure.

“Maritza” Park – it is situated on the right bank of Maritza river on the area of 1400 decares, on a wonderful river ledge. A lot of trees and bushes are planted. The park is the end of the central pedestrian area.

“Nikola Yonkov Vaptsarov” Park – it is the oldest park in the town, situated on the area of 260 decare, surrounded by meadows and 25 yeas old oak forest. Double path leads to the highest part of the park where there is lake and bridge over it. In the forest there are paths, places for children and cradles; summer theater in the western part of the park.

The Planetarium with the Astronomic Observatory is situated in the eastern part.

The zoo is in the southwestern part of the park on the area of 3 decares. It is one of the town’s attractions despite of the limited number of animals. The place exists since 1955. Reconstruction is in process. 

Summer theater is situated in the southwestern part of the park. The place has the potential to meet the cultural needs of the municipality residents through different activities – movies, theatrical performances, concerts and others. It does not work at the moment.

“Rakovski” stadium – on the area of 106 decare. It is one floor monolithic building on the area of 380sq.m, it is built in 1953. There are 6 changing rooms, bathroom and WC, swimming pool of 6825 sq.m. The place is used for sport, training, school classes, sport events and National Track-and-Field Olympic “Globul Start”.

Sport bases for sport and cultural events 

“Mladost” Sports Hall on the area of 2910sq.m. it is one floor monolithic building, which is built in 1974. It has 3 training buildings, 4 changing rooms, a consulting room, 3 training rooms, press center. 6 sport clubs train in the hall. The base is used for the sport show “Fitness, dynamic and beauty”, international free style wrestling tournament “Enyo Valchev”, National sport dances tournament for the Mayor’s cup, National championship for specific dances and dance show, national finals of school games, municipality volleyball, basketball, table-tennis, tournament, concert events.

“Minyor” Sports hall on the area of 30 decare. It is one floor monolithic building on the area of 759sq.m; built in 1957. It has 3 changing room. The place is used for sport, football clubs trainings, school classes, open tournament and concerts. 

 FURTHER DETAILS:

Dimitrovgrad Municipality

15 “G. S. Rakovski” blvd

Dimitrovgrad 6400

Tel.: ++ 359 391 68 202

Fax: ++ 359 391 66 698

e-mail: euro@dimitrovgrad.bg
www.dimitrovgrad.bg

IVAYLOVGRAD MUNICIPALITY

VISION (2007-2013)

Ivaylovgrad municipality is region for intensive development of agriculture, tourism and light industry.

REVIEW

Location:

The travel to the easternmost mountain-spur of Rhodopes, where Arda river leaves Ivaylovgrad dam lake and goes in Greek Thrace, leads you to Ivaylovgrad municipality. The municipality center of Ivaylovgrad can be reached by continuing to southeastern of Kardzhali and following Svilengrad destination, eastern of Haskovo and turning southern to Lyubimetz. Situated in the bosom of Rhodopes, the little picturesque town of Ivaylovgrad is there to show you the magic of the Bulgarian nature, the rich cultural and historical heritage, the famous ancient Thracian wine and Rhodopes hospitality.

Territory: 814,1sq.km

Inhabited places: 51, 1 town and 50 villages

Population: 9411 people

Population density: 11, 99 people per sq.m

Economic active population: 785 people

Employed people: 864

Employment in the sectors:

· manufacturing industry: 61,80%

· agriculture, reserve and forestry: 4,28 %

· hotels and restaurants: 3%

· trade, repair and technical service for cars and engines: 19,21%

· transport, storing and communications: 4,23%

· health care and social works: 7,01%

· others: 0,47%

Unemployment level: 9, 82%

Registered unemployed people:  364 people 

ADVANTAGES OF IVAYLOVGRAD MUNICIPALITY

· favourable and ecological nature, biodiversity

· unique cultural and historical and architectural heritage

· availability of tourist attractions and opportunities for tourism development

· stable development of agriculture and forestry

· availability of water resources – rivers of Arda, Byala Luda and Armira, dam lake of Ivaylovgrad

· hard working population who has preserved its’ customs and traditions    

· established cross-border partnerships with Greece

PRIORITIES FOR MUNICIPALITY DEVELOPMENT

· development and improvement of the infrastructure

· ecologic environment, sport and tourism development

· economic development

· territory structure

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Battalion which is suitable for building houses for socially deprived people. The place is situated in the on the territory of Ivaylovgrad, military region. The area is 80 922 decare, ninth category. Objects that belong to it:

· Access control station – one floor monolith building with built area of 61sq.m; built in 1970. It consists of rooms, corridor and roof platform

· Building – one floor massive building, built area – 45,50sq. m; built in 1970. It consists of two rooms and a corridor.

· Car-wash – building with water heating outbuilding; built area of 31sq.m; built in 1971. It consists of three rooms

· Accumulation building – one floor monolith building; built area of 60sq.m; built in 1971. It consists of five rooms

· Garage building – one floor monolith building with precast roof unit; built area of 1227, 60sq.m; built in 1970. It consists of 14 garage cells one of which is with channel and three rooms

· Corpus of life – three floor monolith building with built area of 786, 42sq.m; built in 1970. It consists of: 1st floor – corridor, sanitary room, 13 rooms; 2nd floor – corridor, sanitary room, 12 room; 3rd floor – corridor, sanitary room, 12 rooms

· Caldron premise – one floor monolith building; built area – 158, 76sq.m; built in 1980. It consists of 5 rooms and 2 tanks

· Food block – two floor monolith building; built area – 946sq.m; built in 1934. It consists of: 1st floor – 18 rooms; 2nd floor – 16 rooms

· Carpenter’s shop and storage – one floor monolith building; built area – 103, 04sq.m; built in 1971. It consists of 4 rooms

· Soldier bathroom building – one floor monolith building with built area of 158, 76sq.m; built in 1972. It consists of 11 rooms

· Storage for woods and coals – one floor massive building; built area – 148, 50sq.m; built in 1972. It consists of 2 rooms. Electric panel

· New food block – unfinished 3-floor monolith building with built area of 839sq.m. The building is under construction. Part of the woodwork is fitted, but internal staircase to the 2nd floor is not built, there are no water supplying sewerage system and electrical installation, there is no internal coat, the concrete floor is damaged, because of the filling

Second floor of municipal hospital suitable for Center for elderly people
· the property is owned by the municipality and it consists of 30 rooms, foyer and corridor. It is part of three floor monolith building, built in 1952. There is yard place on the area of 17 200sq.m. The address of the property is Ivaylovgrad, 10 “Oborishte” str. 

FURTHER DETAILS:

Ivaylovgrad Municipality

55 “Georgi Dimitrov” street 

Ivaylovgrad 6570

Tel.: ++359 3661 60 90

Fax: ++359 3661 60 22

e-mail: ivailovgrad1@abv.bg
www.ivaylovgrad.hit.bg

KARDZHALI MUNICIPALITY

VISION (2007-2013)

Kardzhali municipality – administrative, cultural and tourist center of the Eastern Rhodopes, developed and competitive light industry and rural areas; center which is independent of monostructural specialization in the agriculture; provides safety, clean environment and high life standard of the residents, which attracts the young people, investors and tourists.

REVIEW

Location:

Kardzhali municipality is situated in the southeastern part of Republic of Bulgaria and it is in the range of South Central Planning Region. It is the largest municipality in the Eastern Rhodopes.

Territory: 754,7sq.km

Inhabited places: 117 towns and villages included in 44 municipalities

Population: 118 957 people

Population density: 64 people per sq.m

Economic active population: 34 734 people

Employed people: 21700

Employment  in the sectors:
· manufacturing industry: 44,67%

· trade, repair and technical service for cars and engines: 23,24%

· construction: 8,22%

· transport, storing and communications: 3,55%

· health care and social works: 4,1%

· others: 16,22%

Unemployment level: 9, 91%

Registered unemployed people: 3441 people 

ADVANTAGES OF KARDZHALI MUNICIPALITY

· Unique combination of objects of the cultural and historical heritage of world and national importance that have no analogy in the country 

· Preserved traditions – folklore 
· A lot of nature sightseeings and cultural and historical heritage of world importance, suitable for tourism development
· Preserved nature and water areas suitable for tourism and sport 
· Building new private hotels in the area of Kardzhali dam lake (Enchets, Glavatartsi)
PRIORITIES FOR MUNICIPALITY DEVELOPMENT 

· development of competitive and dynamic local economy that realizes the local potential and advantages

· building up quality living environment and raising the attractiveness of the municipality for investments and living standards

· municipality expansion to the country and to the world: using the geostrategy location of the municipality for tourism and cross-border development

· achieving territorial balance in municipality development, initiating and applying alternative agriculture

· stabilizing the institutional  capacity at local level for improving the management process and absorbing the means from EU Structural funds and Cohesion fund 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Park “Prostor” suitable for building places of entertainment for children and adults

“Prostor” Park is established in 1958-1959 in the eastern part of Kardzhali. The park is famous for the only functioning children’s railway which was opened on 05.09.1961. The railway was stopped 8 years ago, because of locomotive damage, problems with the rails and crack in the tunnel.

At the beginning of August 2007 the railway starts working again with the support of municipal authorities and companies that helped fixing the damages.

Nevertheless it is planned as sports park with volleyball, basketball, handball and tennis courts, only the stadium and parts of the “path of health” are sports area in the park now and the rest playgrounds are used for fairs and circus.

“Prostor” park is forest park now, but the free deer which could be seen in the town center was victim of homeless dogs and vicious residents. 

The plants in the park are in good conditions. Partial reconstruction of the paths network has been made, some of the fountains, pergolas, bridges and recreation places have been renovated. Special felling has been made.

FURTHER DETAILS:

Kardzhali Municipality

41 “Bulgaria” blvd

Kardzhali 6600

Tel.: ++359 361 67 302

Fax: ++359 361 62 968

e-mail: mayorkj@mail.bg
www.kardjali.bg

LYUBIMETZ MUNICIPALITY

VISION (2007-2013)

Lyubimetz municipality is region for intensive development of agriculture, manufacturing and light industry and cross-border cooperation.

REVIEW

Location:

Lyubimetz municipality is situated in South Central Region. It is bordered on the East by Svilengrad municipality and Republic of Greece, on the South by Ivaylovgrad municipality and on the West by Madzharovo and Harmanli municipalities.

Territory: 344sq.km

Inhabited places: 10, 1 town and 9 villages

Population: 11 133 people

· in towns: 74,6% of the population

· in villages: 25,4% of the population

Population density: 32 people per sq.m

Economic active population: 4808 people

Employed people: 1081

Employment in the sectors:

· manufacturing industry: 41,99%

· trade, repair and technical service for cars and engines: 23,21%

· construction: 0,09%

· transport, storing and communications: 9,53%

· health care and social works: 4,81%

· others: 20,37%

Unemployment level: 14, 45%

Registered unemployed people: 695 people 

ADVANTAGES OF LYUBIMETZ MUNICIPALITY

· traditions in the agriculture and stock-breeding

· ecological production 

· opportunities for development of alternative agriculture

· developed economic functions in the town

· circumstances for development of manufacturing industry, including: textile and food industry, machine building and industry for building materials

· safety mountain routes and water areas for weekly recreation

PRIORITIES FOR MUNICIPALITY DEVELOPMENT 

· development and improvement of the infrastructure

· ecological environment, development of sport and tourism

· economic development

· cross-border cooperation

· territory structure

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

City Park, which can be differentiated as place of entertainment 

The central city park in Lyubimetz is one of the places in the town which was renovated in July 2007. The authority of Lyubimetz municipality invested almost 40 000 leva from the municipal budget to renovate the park in order to achieve new, beautiful and cosy look of the city park. The park is on the area of 12 decare.

  The repair activities included renovation of the park lightening, building new sewerage system for rain water. There is new pavement on the paths. Dried grass, bushes and trees were replaced with new ones. A new children’s place was built for the children of the municipality and their parents.

The municipal authorities want to provide one beautiful place for recreation for the residents after the renovation of the central city park. Cameras for video monitoring are planned to be installed in order to the preservation of the renovated park.

“Dulbok zimnik” building, which can be used for agro business center 

The building is monolith two floor brick-built construction with attic. The built yard area is 275sq.m. The administrative building is on the area of 120sq.m. It is owned by the municipality. It is situated in the central part of Lyubimetz, 11 “Tzar Osvoboditel” street.

The construction is built during the second decade of the past century and there is high historical and architectural value. Despite of that, no repair has been made for the last several years.

Some government offices have used the building during the past. Repair can be made, so that the building can be used again for offices and trade premises.

FURTHER DETAILS:

Lyubimetz Municipality, 2 “Republikanska” street, Lyubimetz 6550

Tel.: ++359 3751 70 02

Fax: ++359 3751 83 78

e-mail: projects@lyubimets.org, www.lyubimets.org

MADZHAROVO MUNICIPALITY

VISION (2007-2013)

Madzharovo municipality should turn into attractive place for living and recreation through raising the quality of life, environment preservation, development of the technical infrastructure and using the cultural and nature resources.

REVIEW 

Location:

Madzharovo municipality is situated in southeastern Bulgaria between the hill area of Haskovo and the slopes of Eastern Rhodopes. Artda river is crossing the territory of Madzharovo.

Territory: 246,7sq.km

Inhabited places: 19 - 1 town and 18 villages

Population: 3414 people

Population density: 13, 84 people per sq.m

Economic active population: 4647 people

Employed people: 116

Employment in the sectors:

· trade, repair and technical service for cars and engines: 6,03%

· construction: 39,66%

· transport, storing and communications: 6,9%

· agriculture, reserve and forestry: 2,59%

· hotels and restaurants: 5,17%

· mining industry: 1,72%

· others: 36,21%

Unemployment level: 16, 96%

Registered unemployed people: 133 people 

ADVANTAGES OF DIMITROVGRAD MUNICIPALITY

· local authority in support of the private initiative

· unique environment and biodiversity

· significant cultural and historical resources

· ecological agriculture and manufacturing industry

· availability of water resources 

PRIORITIES FOR MUNICIPALITY DEVELOPMENT

· Development of competitive agriculture

· Development of tourism

· Environment preservation

· Improving the quality of life

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

· area in close proximity to Arda river, which is suitable for water tourism as well as development of specific sport and entertainment activities such as mountain bike riding, riding on horseback, etc. The property is on the land of Borislavtsi village, number of cadastre 000235, common pasture, V category, area of 19,437 decare

· part of school building suitable for establishing professional study center in the field of agriculture and tourism. The school is situated in Madzharovo, regulated real estate 1, sq. 31

· area in Madzharovo suitable for market of agricultural and manufacturing goods. Unadjusted real estate – grass area in Madzharovo, area of 2,500 decare 

· area for building hotel with restaurant on the area of 1000sq.m, regulated real estate, sq.12, on the area of 1,200 decare in Madzharovo

· area for building trade project for building materials and materials for water sewerage – unadjusted real estate, sq. 11, area of 1,000sq.m.

FURTHER DETAILS:

Madzharovo Municipality

1 “Petar Angelov” street

Madzharovo 6480

Tel.: ++359 3720 220

Fax: ++359 3720 301

e-mail: madjarovo@abv.bg
www.madjarovo.com 

MINERALNI BANI MUNICIPALITY

VISION (2007-2013)

Mineralni bani municipality to become an attractive balneological and tourism center with  international significance and also a center for professional training in tourism and hotel-keeping, by raising the life standard, preserving the environment, development of the technical and social infrastructure and adequate utilization of the natural resources.

REVIEW

Locality :

Mineralni bani Municipality is placed in the end west –central part of Haskovo Region.It is located on the hilly north part of the Eastern Rodopes.Borders of the Municipality:

-on the north-east by Dimitrovgrad Municipality;

-on the east by Haskovo Municipality;

-on the south by Kardzhali Region;

-on the west by Plovdiv Region;

Territory: 214666 decares

Inhabited place: 12 villages

Population: 6741 people

Population density: 31 people per km2

Economically active population: 2668 people

Employed people: 482 

Employment per sector:
· Manufacturing industry: 172 people or 35.68%
· Trade, repair and technical maintenance of cars and motorcycles: 126 people or 26.14%
· Building: 44 people or 9.13%
· Transport, storage and communication: 3 people or 0.62%
· Hotels and restaurants: 96 people or 19.91%
· Health services and social activities: 7 people or 1.45%
· Other: 7.07%
Unemployment level: 10.24%

Registered unemployed people: 273 people

ADVANTAGES OF MINERALNI BANI MUNICIPALITY

· Availability of extremely valuable mineral springs

· Favorable soil-climatic conditions for development of vine-growing and perennial plants

· Availability of over 60 artificial lakes, water tanks and irrigation rivers

· Opportunities for land settlement of indigent and landless residents with municipal land

· Opportunity for utilization of the woodland pastures for development of stock/cattle-breeding

· Ecologically pure region

· Favourable geographical position, in the close proximity of Turkey and Greece

· In the close proximity of an international highway

· Availability of great potential for development of balneological and alternative tourism

· Willingness on behalf of the municipal leadership for attracting investors 

PRIORITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE MUNICIPALITY 

· Tourism development

· Preserving and adequate utilization of natural resources

· Improvement of the technical and social infrastructure

· Development of the agriculture and light industry

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

· Parks and green areas, suitable for building places of entertainment for children and adults

Mineralni bani in Haskovo region, is a national balneological centre and a beautiful health resort. It is situated in the Eastern Rodopes, 280m above sea-level.

Since the Romans’age, the village of Mineralni bani is famous and known as a balneological centre. Still then the springs attracted people with their curative effect on rheumatic, peripheral-vasculum, gynaecological, locomotory system disorders.

The regions’ main characteristics include: continental climate – an open winter, warm summer and continuous autumn, which is favourable for the year-round balneology and useful rest.

The resort of Mineralni bani is a municipal center. Municipality includes 12 villages with total 7000 inhabitants.

The countryside, over which Mineralni bani is placed, is surrounded by beautiful woods.There are number of hotels, incl. family hotels, private apartments for tourists. Park areas, situated in the central part of the resort, cover approximately 61 decares. In 2005 around 10 decares park areas were reconstructed under the project “Beautiful Bulgaria”.  Green areas, banks and pavement of the central alley of the park, which is situated in front of the newly build Christian church “St. George”, were changed. 

The green area at the end of this alley is suitable for building a place of amusement for children and adults. Such a place, which can be used by the inhabitants and guests of the resort and where children can amuse themselves safe and undisturbed by cars, has not been built in the park areas so far. The area is 2 decares.

In Mineralni bani there is one Primary school with 153 children, a Proffesional  Health Economy Secondary School with 264 school girls and boys from the whole country and a Day nursery with over 50 children. Besides, a considerable part of the tourists, spending their vacation in Mineralni bani, also bring their children and grandchildren with them. At the same time they feel need for more places of amusement.

Another place, which is suitable for building places of amusement, is the old open-air place for children, situated near the Health Service. There are smaller alleys and park benches around this place. It is situated in the immediate proximity of the central square and in front of the building of the Municipality. The area for placing such appurtenances is between 1.5 and 2 decares.

· The river valley, in which can be found curative mud, is suitable for building special places for medical procedures

Along the river valley, approximately 100 metres away from the fountain with constantly flowing mineral water (57oC), there is a suitable place for building an outfit for mud-cure. People, who come here to cure themselves, adjust self-made ditches and dip their legs and hands into the water. Actually they do this in a quite primitive and inefficient way. So, this place is appropriate for building a not very big, but an effective mud-cure site. It is situated in the central part of Mineralni bani, at the end of the park and near the “Piratska sreshta” restaurant. To the right of the river is situated the Roman stronghold “Kaleto”, in the countryside “Sveti Duh”.

Up till a several years, in the close proximity of this place there was a working mud-bath, which has been subsequently destroyed. Building such a place will contribute to establishment of the necessary conditions for more comfortable, more effective and more hygienic mud-cure.

FURTHER DETAILS:   

Mineralni bani Municipality
1 “Vasil Levski” Blvd.
Mineralni bani 6343

Tel: + 359/ 3722 20 20

Fax: + 359/ 3722 20 20

e-mail: min_bani@abv.bg
www.bulgaria.domino.bg/mineralnibani 
SIMEONOVGRAD MUNICIPALITY

VISION (2007-2013)

Simeonovgrad municipality to become an attractive place for living and recreation through economic and agricultural development, technical infrastructure development, adequate utilization of the natural resources and improvement of education and life standard.

REVIEW

Location:

Simeonovgrad municipality is situated in the south-east part of Bulgaria. Regarding the region, it takes place in the northern most part of Hasovo region. Borders of the municipality :

· To the north and to the east- by Galabovo municipality and Opan municipality( Stara Zagora region);

· To the west- by Haskovo municipality and Dimitrovgrad municipality;

· To the south- by Harmanli municipality; 

Territory: 222.9 km2
Inhabited places: 9- 1 town and 8 villages

Population: 10178 people

- in town 7463 people or 73.32%

- in villages 2175 people or 26.68%

Population density: 45.66 people per square kilometer

Economic active population: 5883 people

Employed people: 881 

Employment per sectors:

· Manufacturing industry: 603 people or 68.44%

· Trade, repair and technical maintenance of cars and motorcycles: 118 people or 13.39%

· Building: 1 person or 0.11%

· Transport, storage and communications:15 people or 1.70%

· Health services and social activities:44 people or 4.99%

· Other: 11.37%

Unemployment level: 15.95%

Registered unemployed people: 741 people

ADVANTAGES OF SIMEONOVGRAD MUNICIPALITY

· Favourable soil-climatic conditions for development of  vegetable-growing and herb-growing or other kind of alternative agriculture

· Availability of over 156 water basins, reservoirs, irrigation rivers and other water-supply appurtenance
· Opportunities for land settlement of indigent and landless residents through municipal lands

· Favourable geographical position- in the immediate proximity of Turkey and Greece

· In the close proximity of an international highway

· Willingness on behalf of the municipal leadership for attracting investors

PRIORITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE MUNICIPALITY

· Agriculture development

· Economic development

· Improvement of the life environment

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

· A school building, that can be used for different productions. It is a two-floored building with a solid structure; the built area is 550 m2. There are 15 rooms on the first floor and 11 rooms, 3 halls and basement on the second floor. The building is suitable for harmless industry; so far it has been used as a clothing factory. It is covered with Marsilian roof-tiles and is in a good repair/condition. It is situated in Simeonovgrad, on “Targovska”Str., in the centre of the town, very close to the market. It is also a private municipal property.
· Parks that can be reconstructed as places of entertainment for children. They cover an area of 7080 m2 in the central part of Simeonovgrad. Flower alleys and green areas are made in these parks. There is also a toilet and a children playground.
FURTHER DETAILS:

3 “Shejnovski” Square

Tel: + 359 3781 23 41

Fax: + 359 3781 20 06

e-mail: obshtina_simgrad@abv.bg
www.simeonovgrad.com

STAMBOLOVO MUNICIPALITY

VISION (2007-2013)

Stambolovo municipality to become a prosperous community, providing good life standard for its residents, in the sphere of industrial, agricultural and tourist sector on the basis of dynamic economy founded on knowledge, keeping the rich cultural, historical and natural inheritance in accordance of stable development principles. 

REVIEW 

Location:

Stambolovo Municipality is situated in the central part of Bulgaria and in the north-east part of the Eastern Rhodopes. The most luxuriant agricultural lands are placed on the river valley of Arda. 

Territory: 277 km2 
Inhabited places: 26 villages

Population: 13843 people

Population density: 49.97 people per square kilometer

Economic active population: 2369 people

Employed people: 1832

Employment per sectors: 

· Manufacturing industry: 10.14%
· Agriculture, resort and forestry: 58.21%
· Hotels and restaurants: 1.83%
· Trade, repair and technical maintenance cars and motorcycles: 5.24%
· Transport, storage and communication: 0.6%
· Health services and social activities: 1.2%
· Other: 22.78%
Unemployment level: 13.85%

Registered unemployed people: 328

ADVANTAGES OF  STAMBOLOVO MUNICIPALITY

· United available resources and potential for  stable local development

· An effective and ecological infrastructure: electrification, road network, Water Supply and Sewerage System, installation of telephone cables, and covering by all mobile operators

· Pure environment free of industrial pollutants

· Local authorities support the development of economy in the municipality, establishing of public-private partnerships and nature-protective activity

· Conditions for biodiversity protection

· Good soil-climatic conditions and traditions in the vinery

· Care of the region’s residents

· Raised level of information and education

· Good living conditions among residents and good partner relations 

· Preserved inheritance and traditions

PRIORITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE MUNICIPALITY

· Improving the infrastructure

· Development of human resources

· Improving the  business competitiveness

· Sustainable and balanced local development

· Tourism development

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

· A place, that can be used for building an informational tourist centre in the close proximity of  the golf-court areas

· Places on the river valley of Arda, suitable for building rehabilitation and ecological, aquatic and cultural tourism bases. Archeological objects from the region of Pchelari and Dolno cherkovishte villages have been uncovered and prepared for exposition. The stock of vultures, inhabiting this region, can be observed from the feeding platform, that is expected to be built .

· Social patronage. There are six places in the municipality, where people in need are provided with an organized food delivery in their homes. Activity extension, coverage of wider areas and offering different kind of services to the poor and disabled people, are very necessary. For example: 

· House cleaning

· Assistance at submitting applications to the Social care services in case of disability or serious illness

· Public services/utilities: purchasing foodstuffs and objects of common use, paying electricity and telephone bills, etc., service assistance (taking blood pressure, etc.)

· A hospice for medical assistance. The old administrative building of Stambolovo Municipal Administration is intended for a Hospice for medical assistance. A project for construction of the Hospice is under realization until May, 2008. This project will be implemented by Stambolovo municipality. Actually the municipality is in search of an investor, who will assume the provision of after-hospital assistance for the people in need.  

FURTHER DETAILS:

Stambolovo village 6362, Tel: + 359 3721 234, Fax: + 359 3721 463

e-mail: kmet_stambolovo@dir.bg, www.stambolovo.bg

HARMANLI MUNICIPALITY
VISION (2007-2013)

To reach sustainable social and economic development of Harmanli municipality through effective utilization of the available resources and to turn it to a region, providing good life standard and good labour conditions.

REVIEW

Location:

Harmanli municipality is situated in the south-east part of Bulgaria and in the central part of Haskovo region.

Territory: 694.626 km2
Inhabited places: 25; 1 town and 24 villages

Population:

· In town 74.6%

· In villages 25.4%

Population density: 38.5 people per square kilometer

Economic active population: 11742 people

Employed people: 4402 

Employment per sectors: 

· Manufacturing industry: 44.48%

· Trade, repair and technical maintenance of cars and motorcycles: 26.01%

· Agriculture, reserve and forestry: 6.36%

· Health services and social activities: 6.04%

· Hotels and restaurants: 5.22%

· Transport, storage and communications: 4.50%

· Other: 7.39%

Unemployment level: 11.24%

Registered unemployed people: 1320

ADVANTAGES OF HARMANLI MUNICIPALITY 

· Favourable natural-geographical and transit transport-communicational position, as well as indirect contacts with two borders - with Turkey and Greece

· Local authorities that support private investors through providing suitable terrains, establishing of the necessary basic infrastructure, performing publicity, municipal marketing etc.

· Rich cultural-historic inheritance

· Intensive economic development

PRIORITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE MUNICIPALITY  

· Creating prerequisites and conditions for a balanced economy development under the circumstances of market economics and in view of the integration of Bulgaria with the European Union

· Overcoming the differences between municipal centre and periphery and the trend towards depopulation of the inhabited places in  the municipality

· Modernization, reconstruction and development of the technical infrastructure and environment protection

· Implementation of an active cross-border partnership policy with Greece and Turkey, town-development, improving the social infrastructure and extending Municipality’s social activities

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

· A free building fund

Municipality disposes of 2 buildings, situated very close to one another- an ex-school building and a hostel. The first one could be used for production needs. This building could be reconstructed in a dressmaking and tailoring workshop because of its favourable position. On the other hand this will contribute to employment promotion among the active population in town. The building is massive, with a ferro-concrete construction. It is situated on “Aleko Konstantinov” Str. in Harmanli and takes an area of 10.881 m2. The building of the hostel could be completed and used for housing, production and administrative needs. An opportunity for attraction of private investments could be the transfer of the right of property on a part of the sites in the building or through another suitable form of future joint building operation. The object consists of two massive 5-floored buildings. They are situated in the shape of the letter “G” and are built in 1980. The built area of the school is 198 m2 , of the hostel- 231 m2. 

· Terrains for development of sports activities

A sports playground, situated in the park of “ Dimana Daneva”. Its total area is 9913 m2. A catering establishment building, constructed of solid wooden trimmer joists, is also included in the object. This terrain is suitable for building a field-hockey, football or a basketball playground.

FURTHER DETAILS:
Harmanli Municipality

1 “Vuzrazhdane” Square

Harmanli 6450

Tel.: 0373/27 27

Fax: 0373/25 25

e-mail: obstina_ramanli_bg.net 

HASKOVO MUNICIPALITY

VISION (2007-2013)

Haskovo municipality is administrative, economic and cultural center of the region with developed modern technical and social infrastructure, high quality of life for the residents and preserved environment.

REVIEW

Location:

Haskovo municipality is situated on the hilly plains of southeastern Bulgaria and it is in the westernmost part of Haskovo region. It is strategic situated between the Rhodopes and Stara planina.

Territory: 740,22sq.km

Inhabited places: 37 - 1 town and 36 villages

Population: 116911 people

· in towns: 82,55% of the population

· in villages: 17,45% of the population

Population density: 157, 94 people per sq.m

Economic active population:  47 319 people

Employed people: 23673

Employment in the sectors:

· manufacturing industry: 39,89%

· trade, repair and technical service for cars and engines: 23,99%

· construction: 7,65%

· transport, storing and communications: 6,08%

· health care and social works: 5,67%

· others: 16,72%

Unemployment level: 10, 96%

Registered unemployed people: 5187 people 

ADVANTAGES OF HASKOVO MUNICIPALITY

· quick and easy access to the Asian and middle eastern markets

· location that is close to the borders with Turkey and Greece (80 km)

· modern infrastructure  connected with the main European roads E-80 and E-85

· developed food industry, wine and beer manufacturing and tobacco products, textile industry

· Orientation programme for investors developed by the municipality

· Promotion programme for investors including reduction in municipality rents and planning of industrial zones

PRIORITIES FOR MUNICIPALITY DEVELOPMENT 

· improving the quality of life through building and renovating the technical infrastructure and social environment

· raising the investment attractiveness of the municipality, development of favourable economic environment and competitive economy

· stabilizing the institutional capacity at local level for attending residents and meeting the EU requirements 

· environment preservation

· developing modern agriculture

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

· Thermoelectric Power Station Haskovo – the building of the object started in 1981 and it stopped in 1990 without taking measures for preservation of the built construction. Haskovo municipality gained the property rights of the unfinished thermoelectric object in the end of 2004 by order of Council of Ministers, Republic of Bulgaria.

The building of the Thermoelectric Power Station should be finished and it should be put into operation. Railway unloading for coals and black oil is planned to be built at a distance of 400 m northern direction in close proximity to the existing railway line Haskovo – Kardzhali. According to a project the main platform of the Thermoelectric Power Station should be attended through motor transport. It is situated on the area of 157 203sq.m southeastern direction of Haskovo, 222 m above sea level. There is no railway fork to the platform.

The construction includes:

· area of 380 134sq.m

· two floor building with extended built area of 930sq.m

· building, which consists of two frames with built area of 3060sq.m

· one floor building with extended built area of 220sq.m

· 4 temporary constructions with built area of 88,59sq.m

· Main construction with built area of 3322sq.m

· Two floor building with extended built area of 2442,52sq.m

· One floor building with extended built area of 402,80sq.m  

· Bedding for building with extended built area of 770, 89sq.m

· Manufacturing construction with built area of 597, 6sq.m

· Storehouse with extended built area of 224, 64sq.m

· One floor building with extended built area of 748, 96sq.m

· One floor building with extended built area of 144sq.m

· One floor building with extended built area of 113, 46sq.m

· One floor building with extended built area of 888, 16sq.m

· Chimney 155 m in height

· Cooling tower 55 m in height, radius – 24,6 m

· Massive ferro-concrete wall – 1010 m

· Wire fence – 632 m

· Internal concrete platforms – 8000sq.m

· Factory tracks of bituminous concrete – 14 300sq.m

The stage of buildings’ construction is different, partial infrastructure is built, water supply object, tracks, platforms and temporary electricity building. The location of the object is favourable in regard to its’ function and the conditions of the environment.

The built track with solid covering facilitates the access to the object.

Multi-profile Regional Hospital – unfinished construction. The building is suitable to meet different public needs. The opportunities include cooperation with institution of higher education, involving investments for building modern hospital, etc. Differentiation of parts of the building for meeting social needs (center for elderly people, etc).

The construction is finished and transferred to the municipality in 2001 as follows: finished construction and some parts that should be finished, part of the internal coats, woodworks and ground coat, set water isolation, under parquet covering and external water supply and sewerage systems. The object consists of 5 eight floors bodies and one of the floors is installation. The built area is 4490sq.m. The extended built area is 40100sq.m.

FURTHER DETAILS:

Haskovo Municipality

1 “Obshtinski” sq.

Haskovo 6300

Tel.: ++ 359 38 603 300

Fax: ++ 359 38 603 301

e-mail: municipality@haskovo.bg
www.haskovo.bg

Haskovo is a region with rich history and nature, with picturesque landscapes and hospitality of the local people. There is extraordinary biodiversity and many cultural monuments which create the unique spirit of that place.

ADVANTAGES OF THE REGION
· Stable economy development in the last few years 

· Availability of good nature resources
· Strategic location

· Well qualified human resources

· Opportunities for production improvement

· Good infrastructure

· Good social climate

· Low corporate tax – 10%

· Bulgaria an EU Member State

This catalogue is developed with the financial support of the EU. The responsibility for the expressed contents is of RMA “Maritza” and does not reflect the position of the views of the European Union. 
Regional Municipalities Association “Maritza”

4 “Tzar Osvoboditel” Street

Haskovo 6300

Tel.: ++359 38 66 50 21

Fax: ++359 38 66 48 69

www.maritza.info
e-mail: maritza@maritza.info
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Програма ФАР 2004 – Проект BG 2004/016-711.11.04


“Подкрепа за повишаване на конкурентноспособността на българските предприятия”


”Безвъзмездна помощ за публично-частно партньорство”


PHARE 2004 Programme – Project BG 2004/016-711.11.04


“Support for Increasing the Competitiveness of Bulgarian Enterprises”/Public-Private Partnership Grant Scheme





The project is implemented with financial support of the European Union and Republic of Bulgaria


Проектът се изпълнява с финансовата подкрепа на Европейския съюз и Република България
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